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January 22, 2024 
 
The Honorable Ron DeSantis 
Governor of Florida 
Members of the Florida Legislature 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 
 
Dear Governor DeSantis and Members of the Florida Legislature: 
 
The Florida Ocean Alliance is pleased to provide our 2024 Policy Priorities for your 
consideration. These include 1) Strengthening Coastal Resilience and Improving Water  
and Habitat Quality, 2) Ensuring Community Hazard Preparedness, 3) Promoting  
Economic Growth of Florida’s Blue Economy, and 4) Implementing recommendations  
from the Strategic Plan for Florida’s Ocean and Coastal Future. These priorities are  
based on the Alliance’s 2020 Strategic Plan for Florida’s Oceans and Coasts that was  
funded by the Florida Legislature.  
 
As a state known for its outstanding and invaluable marine and coastal resources, 
strengthening coastal resilience is critical to Florida’s future. Florida policymakers  
must address the challenges of climate change on our coasts and communities‒from 
increasingly powerful hurricanes to warming oceans that are damaging coral reefs, and  
sea level rise that is causing more frequent, extreme flood events. Florida’s economic  
future relies on a vibrant and sustainable Blue Economy for economic resilience and 
stability, and that Blue Economy depends on healthy oceans and resilient coasts and 
communities. 
 
The Florida Ocean Alliance represents a diverse nonpartisan partnership of leaders  
dedicated to advancing Florida’s responsible ocean and coastal economic development, 
conservation, education, and technology innovation. Our Board of Directors represents  
key industry sectors‒ports, cruise lines, marine industries, and technologies‒which  
comprise the Blue Economy, as well as nonprofit environmental organizations,  
academia, the ocean research community, and public interest groups.  
 
We share the Legislature’s interest in supporting a bright economic future for our state 
and recognize the key contributions of a healthy Blue Economy. Please consider the  
Florida Ocean Alliance and its Board of Directors as a valuable resource and a willing 
partner to assist you in planning for and building a sustainable future for Florida’s vital  
Blue Economy.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Glenn Wiltshire, President 
Florida Ocean Alliance 
 

https://www.floridaoceanalliance.org/home/2020-strategic-policy-plan
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